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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to application filed on April 4, 2001. Claims 1-16 are 
pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kracht, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,516.345. 

As to claim 1 , Kracht teaches a method of discovery and display of one or more 
phones on a network, said method including the steps of 

discovering a phone by means of a first protocol (see col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 lines 5 
and col. 18 lines 53-67) , 

using discovered information to insert an icon representing the phone in the 
relevant position in a display of the topology of the network (see col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 
lines 5), and 

discovering other devices on the network using a different protocol (see col. 7 
lines 20-30). 
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As to claim 2, Kracht teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 in which the phone 
is discovered using HTML, and the other devices are discovered using SNMP (see col. 
6 lines 51 -col. 7 lines 5 and lines 20-30). 

As to claim 3, Kracht teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 in which the display 
comprises a map of the network (see fig. 8 and its corresponding illustration). 

As to claim 4, Kracht teaches a method as claimed in claim 3 in which, on the 
map, the icon phone is connected to the other parts of the network by a line which 
represents the line connecting the telephone to the network (see fig. 8 and its 
corresponding illustration). 

As to claim 5, Kracht teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 in which the display 
includes, adjacent said phone icon, further information relating to the phone (see col. 14 
lines 40-67). 

As to claim 6, Kracht teaches a computer program on a computer readable 
medium or embodied in a carrier wave for use in discovery and display of one or more 
phones on a network, said computer program comprising: a program step for 
establishing the topology of the network including said one or more phones, said 
program step comprising a program step for establishing the topology of the network 
using a first protocol, and a program step for establishing the topology of said one or 
more phones using a different protocol, and a program step for using this information to 
insert an icon representing a relevant phone into a display of the topology of the 
network (see col. 6-col. 7). 
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As to claim 7, Kracht teaches a computer program as claimed in claim 6 in which 
the first protocol is SNMP and the second protocol is HTML (see col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 
lines 5 and lines 20-30). 

As to claim 8, Kracht teaches a computer program as claimed in claim 6 
including a program step for providing the topology in a form which may be displayed on 
a visual display unit as a map of the network (see fig. 8 and its corresponding 
illustration). 

As to claim 9, Kracht teaches a computer program as claimed in claim 6 
including a program step whereby on the map, the icon is connected to other parts of 
the network by a line which represents the line connecting the telephone to the network 
(see fig. 8 and its corresponding illustration). 

As to claim 10, Kracht teaches a computer program as claimed in claim 6 
including a program step for establishing further information relating to the phone, and a 
program step for providing said information in a form whereby this information may be 
displayed on the visual display unit (see col. 14 lines 40-67). 

As to claim 11, Kracht teaches a computer program on a computer readable 
medium or embodied in a carrier wave for use in discovery of one or more phones on a 
network, said computer program comprising: a program step to use SNMP to discover 
the network, including managed devices, a telephone controller and establishing MAC 
addresses of unmanaged phones; a program step to change from SNMP to HTTP; a 
program step to load a web page from the telephone controller; a program step to parse 
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the web page of the telephone controller to establish correspondence between 
particular Ethernet phones and MAC addresses; a program step to find ports with MAC 
address of phones; a program step to determine, in respect of a port on which a phone 
MAC address present, if there is only a single MAC address; if yes, a program step to 
retrieve and display a phone icon on a network map and relevant details connected 
directly to the port; if no, a program step to determine if there are two MAC addresses 
and if one is a phone; if yes, a program step to provide an icon of a device with a 
second MAC address connected to the network via the phone; if no, a program step to 
display an unmanaged aggregator display cloud (see col. 6-col. 7 and col. 13 lines 13- 
60). 

As to claim 12, Kracht teaches apparatus for use in the discovery of one or more 
phones on a network, comprising means to discover the network, including means to 
discover one or more phones and the other devices on the network using different 
protocols and means to use the information discovered to insert an icon representing a 
phone in the relevant position in a display of the topology of the network (see fig. 8 and 
its corresponding illustration). 

As to claim 13, Kracht teaches apparatus as claimed in claim 12 in which 
different protocols comprise HTML and SNMP (see col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 lines 5 and 
lines 20-30).. 

As to claim 14, Kracht teaches apparatus as claimed in claim 12 in which the 
display comprises a map of the network (see fig. 8 and its corresponding illustration). 
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As to claim 15, Kracht teaches apparatus as claimed in claim 14 in which, on the 
map, the icon is connected to the other parts of the network by a line which represents 
the line connecting the telephone to the network (see fig. 8 and its corresponding 
illustration). 

As to claim 16, Kracht teaches apparatus as claimed in claim 12 in which the 
display includes, adjacent said phone icon, further information relating to the phone (see 
col. 6 lines 51 -col. 7 lines 5 and lines 20-30). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Auditing networks by Tonelli et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,229,540 

- Topology information automatic configuration method and its topology 
information automatic configuration system by Hada et a!., U.S. Patent No. 
6,665,713 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 

Nov. 24, 2004 




